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Additive Manufacturing (AM) technologies are gaining much attention among a wide range of industrial 

applications and are currently one of the most active and attractive research fields. As prototyping 

technologies, they are boosting the development of new products, e.g.  by speeding up design and redesign 

cycles. As manufacturing technologies, they are contributing to the enrichment and renewal of the product 

portfolio of companies by offering innovative shapes as well as customised solutions. As off-the-shelf 

technologies, they are pushing practitioners and lay persons to become designers and makers of their ideas 

leading to the digital manufacturing spread. In such a dynamic and multifaceted context, the research 

community is asked to continuously develop advanced and emerging applications of AM. Moreover, clear 

and replicable design approaches and tools play a leading role in exploiting the potentialities of these 

technologies. The objective is to stimulate a continuous improvement of design strategies and tools to 

guarantee that their development can go hand in hand with the research, industrial and end-users’ needs.  

This Special Issue aims at contributing to the AM research field in two ways: offering an overview of 

successful design strategies and tools by collecting advanced and emerging design applications of AM 

technologies in any industrial field (ranging from transportations and medical devices to consumer goods, 

food and sports); highlighting the similarities and the distinguishing features among them so as to provide 

insights to those researchers and practitioners who are currently exploring new Design for Additive 

Manufacturing approaches/tools to make more effective the integration of AM technologies within the 

product development process. 

Topics of interests are focused on design applications of AM technologies for: 

 Products and services customization; 

 Designing innovative shapes and structures; 

 Designing solutions for advanced technical targets; 

 Improving efficiency or potentialities of standard manufacturing and assembly technologies (e.g. 

design of ad-hoc devices and tooling);  

 Enabling the use and development of new materials or the transfer of already available materials 

from other industrial fields. 

This list should not be intended as exhaustive. It can be considered as a starting point for the authors, who 

are invited to highlight and demonstrate the originality and potentialities of the proposed design 

applications.  

Deadlines and key dates:  



 Abstract submission: 15 September 2017 

 First submission due by: 30 September 2017 

 First review results communication: 15 November 2017 

 Revised submission due by: 15 December 2017 

 Second review results communication: 15 January 2018 

 Final decision communication: 20 January 2018 

 Expected publication: March 2018 

Submission instructions: 

Authors are invited to submit original and unpublished papers. All prospective authors are invited to obtain 

early feedback on possible submissions by e-mailing an abstract to the Guest Editors. All submissions will 

be peer-reviewed and judged on correctness, originality, technical strength, significance, quality of 

presentation, and relevance to the special issue topics of interest. Submitted papers to this special issue of 

JIDPS may not have appeared in or be under consideration for another workshop, conference or a journal, 

nor may they be under review or submitted to another forum during the review process. Papers of an 

appropriate standard not included in the special issue may be considered for publication in a regular issue 

of JIDPS. Manuscripts should be submitted through the journal editorial management system: 

https://jidps.rndsphere.com, using a paper template that can be downloaded from the same website. 
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