
 
 

AUTHOR INSTRUCTIONS 

AIMS & SCOPE 

The Journal of Pediatric Rehabilitation 

Medicine: An Interdisciplinary Approach is 

an international journal designed to parallel 

the multi-disciplinary team approach of caring 

for a child with an acute or chronic disease. 

Issues are primarily themed and broad in 

scope, including, but not be limited to, 

cerebral palsy, traumatic brain injury, spinal 

cord injury, spina bifida, amputation, 

muscular dystrophies of all types, stroke, 

cancer, mental retardation, developmental 

delays, and others. 

Our aim is to include a wide range of experts 

who care for children with the above 

diagnoses. Authorship by two different 

disciplines is requested, though not required, 

to encourage an interdisciplinary and 

collaborative approach. The goal is for the 

reader to obtain not just the medical 

perspective, but also that of nursing, 

occupational, physical, and speech therapy, 

psychology, home care, etc., in providing the 

most comprehensive care for children. 

Manuscripts are blinded and peer reviewed 

with appropriate feedback. Statistical analysis 

is reviewed by a biostatistician for accuracy. 

Readers are encouraged to submit and/or 

suggest case reviews, commentaries, 

editorials, original research, conference 

schedules, or reviews. 

For a copy of these instructions with active 

links, please visit 

http://www.iospress.nl/journal/journal-of-

pediatric-rehabilitation-medicine/.  

CATEGORIES OF MANUSCRIPTS 

JPRM accepts the following article types for 

submission. For submissions that do not fall 

under one of the following categories, please 

contact the editorial office. Please check that 

your submission adheres to the word, figure, 

and table limits. 

1. Scientific research article: Original 

research investigations that advance the 

field of pediatric rehabilitation medicine. 

LIMITS: 6,000 words; 7 Tables; 7 

Figures. 

2. Literature Review: JPRM accepts 

thorough, systematic literature reviews 

that are relevant to pediatric rehabilitation 

medicine and in line with the journal’s 

aims & scope. LIMITS: 7,000 words; 7 

Tables; 7 Figures. 

3. Brief Report: A Brief Report is typically a 

short synopsis of an original study or 

evaluation/novel report of a clinical case 

or case series. This article type is intended 

not as a means of presenting preliminary 

data, but rather to present unexpected 

observations that may encourage further 

research. A structured abstract is required. 

LIMITS: 1000-1500 words; 3 tables 

and/or figures. 

4. Case Report: A acceptable Case Report 

will explain the diagnosis, treatment, and 

outcome of an individual case which has 

not been previously published in the 

medical literature. Administered 

treatments should be supported by 

previously published research. LIMITS: 

2,000 words; 4 Tables; 4 Figures. 

5. Commentary: A short opinion piece 

representing the author’s viewpoint on a 

particular aspect of pediatric rehabilitation 

medicine. LIMITS: 2,000 words; 2 

Tables; 2 Figures. 
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MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION  

Online Submission 

Authors are requested to submit their 

manuscript electronically to the journal’s 

editorial management system. Submissions 

should be a Microsoft Word file, uploaded as 

one file with tables and figures included.  

Please be sure to complete all fields of the 

online submission form. The corresponding 

author will receive an email notification when 

the manuscript is accessioned by the editorial 

office.  

Cover Letter 

All manuscripts submitted should be 

accompanied by a cover letter that clearly 

defines: 

1. A corresponding author, with full 

contact information including address, 

telephone and fax numbers, and email 

address. 

2. Why the manuscript will be valuable 

to the journal’s readers. 

3. How the manuscript will add to the 

currently available medical literature. 

4. Any conflicts of interest. 

Paper organization and style of 

presentation    

Document specifics: Manuscripts should be 

prepared with 1-inch margins and double 

spacing throughout, including the abstract, 

footnotes, and references. Every page of the 

manuscript, including the title page, 

references, tables, etc., should be numbered. 

However, in the text no reference should be 

made to page numbers; if necessary, one may 

refer to sections. Excessive use of italics and 

bold face should be avoided. 

Quality of English writing: Manuscripts must 

be written in English. Authors whose native 

language is not English are advised to seek 

the advice of a native English speaker before 

submitting their manuscripts. Should the 

authors with to seek professional advice, 

International Science Editing offers a 

language and copyediting service to all 

scientists who want to publish their 

manuscript in scientific peer-reviewed 

periodicals. 

Please avoid the use of first person, such as 

‘I’, ‘we’, or ‘our’. When possible, 

manuscripts should be written in third person.  

Statistics: Any statistical analysis included in 

a manuscript should be reviewed carefully 

before submission, preferably by a 

statistician. All manuscripts that include 

statistical analysis will be reviewed by the 

journal’s biostatistician.  

Methodology: Manuscripts including a 

literature review must clearly state whether or 

not it was performed systematically. Details 

regarding participant randomization, rater 

blinding, unexpected complications that 

altered the original study design, etc. should 

be clearly defined in the Methods section of 

the manuscript.  

Units: All measurements should be reported 

as the SI, i.e., the units based on the meter, 

kilogram, second, etc. This also applies to 

hematological and clinical chemistry values. 

References: Authors are requested to use the 

Vancouver citation style. All publications 

cited in the text should be presented in a list 

of references at the end of the manuscript. 

List the references in the order in which they 

appear in the text. Only articles published or 

accepted for publication should be listed in 

the reference list. Submitted articles can be 

listed as (author(s), unpublished data). If an 

article has a DOI, this should be provided 

after the page number details. The number is 

http://mstracker.com/submit1.php?jc=jprm
http://mstracker.com/submit1.php?jc=jprm
http://www.internationalscienceediting.com/


added after the letters 'doi'. Manuscripts will 

not be considered if they do not conform to 

the Vancouver citation guidelines. 

The following are examples of correct 

citations in the Vancouver citation style: 

[1] Rose ME, Huerbin MB, Melick J, Marion 

DW, Palmer AM, Schiding JK, et al. 

Regulation of interstitial excitatory amino 

acid concentrations after cortical contusion 

injury. Brain Res. 2002; 935(12): 406.    

[2] Murray PR, Rosenthal KS, Kobayashi GS, 

Pfaller MA. Medical microbiology. 4th ed. St. 

Louis: Mosby; 2002.    

[3] Berkow R, Fletcher AJ, editors. The 

Merck manual of diagnosis and therapy. 16th 

ed. Rahway (NJ): Merck Research 

Laboratories; 1992.    

[4] Meltzer PS, Kallioniemi A, Trent JM. 

Chromosome alterations in human solid 

tumors. In: Vogelstein B, Kinzler KW, 

editors. The genetic basis of human cancer. 

New York: McGrawHill; 2002. p. 93113.    

[5] Canadian Cancer Society [homepage on 

the Internet]. Toronto: The Society; 2006 

[updated 2006 May 12; cited 2006 Oct 17]. 

Available from: www.cancer.ca/. 

Manuscript Text 

Manuscripts should be organized in the 

following order: 

 Title page 

 Body of text (divided by subheadings) 

 Acknowledgements 

 References 

 Tables 

 Figure captions 

 Figures 

Headings and subheadings should be 

numbered and typed on a separate line, 

without indentation. 

Title page: The title page should provide the 

following information: 

 Title: clear, descriptive, and not too long. 

 Name(s) of author(s): please indicate the 

corresponding author. 

 Full affiliation(s). 

 Complete address of corresponding author, 

including telephone number, fax number, 

and e-mail address. 

 Abstract: clear, descriptive, self-

explanatory, and not longer than 200 

words. The abstract should also be suitable 

for publication in abstracting services. 

Scientific Research Articles must have an 

abstract formatted as follows: Purpose, 

Methods, Results, Conclusion.  

 Keywords 

Acknowledgements: Any contributors to the 

manuscript that do not meet the authorship 

requirements should be included in the 

Acknowledgements section. The Statement of 

Funding, if applicable, should also be 

included here. 

Tables & Figures: 

Tables should be numbered as Table 1, Table 

2, etc. All tables must be referred to in the 

text. Each table should be provided on a 

separate page of the manuscript. Tables 

should not be included in the text. Each table 

should have a brief and self-explanatory title. 

Column headings should be brief, but 

sufficiently explanatory. Standard 

abbreviations of units of measurement should 

be included in parentheses. Vertical lines 

should not be used to separate columns’ 

instead leave some extra space between the 

columns. Any explanations essential to the 

understanding of the table should be given in 

brief footnotes at the bottom of the table. 



Images should be of high enough resolution 

that pixels are not visible. JPRM prefers 

figures and images in color; however, the 

authors must pay for the cost of their 

reproduction. Therefore either black & white 

or color figures/images are acceptable. 

STATEMENTS 

Statement of Informed Consent and 

Human/Animal Rights:   All studies 

involving human and/or animals must include 

the statement that the Institutional Review 

Board(IRB), and/or Animal Care Board, 

and/or Ethics Committee Approval from the 

respective institution has been obtained. 

Informed consent must be obtained for all 

human subjects and appropriately described in 

the manuscript. Authors may be asked to 

provide an electronic copy of the appropriate 

approval to the editorial office prior to 

publication. The 1996 Health Insurance 

Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) 

for manuscripts from United States 

institutions must be followed. The statement 

of informed consent and human/animal rights 

should be included in the Methods section of 

the manuscript. 

Statement of Conflict of Interest:   A conflict 

of interest is defined as any financial 

remuneration received within the last two 

years greater than $500 in 

employment/affiliation, grants, or funding 

(non-profit or government), consulting, 

honorarium, speakers bureaus, stocks, expert 

testimony, royalties, or patents. All authors 

are required to disclose any conflicts of 

interest. This should be included after the 

Acknowledgements section.  

Statement of Funding:   All manuscripts must 

provide the funding source and grant number 

for the study in the Acknowledgements 

section. NIH/federally funded studies are to 

be submitted to Pubmed Central 

(http://www.nihms.nih.gov/db/sub.cgi) by the 

corresponding author within 12 months. 

Statement of Authorship:   The journal 

adheres to the International Committee of 

Medical Journal Editors (ICJME) 

(http://www.icmje. org) definition of 

authorship. All corresponding authors are 

required to provide a signed copy of the 

authorship declaration form to the editorial 

office. 

Clinical Trial Registration   The journal 

adheres to the ICJME policy for registration 

of all trials in a public trials registry that is 

acceptable to the ICMJE 

(http://www.icmje.org/faq_clinical.html). In 

June 2007 the ICMJE adopted the World 

Health Organization’s definition of a clinical 

trial as: “any research study that prospectively 

assigns human participants or groups of 

humans to one or more health related 

interventions to evaluate the effects on health 

outcomes”. Above statements supersede all 

previous policies and are effective 

immediately. 

REQUIRED FORMS 

Photo Release: Authors must submit a release 

for any photographs with identifying 

information.  

Financial Disclosure & Authorship 

Agreement: Authors are required to fill in, 

sign, and send back the Financial Disclosure 

& Authorship Agreement. Please find it here. 

Institutional Review Board, Animal Care 

Board, and/or Ethics Committee Approval: 

Authors must keep on record approval forms 

from the respective board/committee. 

Informed consent forms from study 

participants should also be kept on file. 

Copyright Permission: Authors of 

manuscripts including previously copyrighted 

material (quotations, figures, images, etc.) 

http://www.nihms.nih.gov/db/sub.cgi
http://www.icmje.org/faq_clinical.html
http://www.iospress.nl/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/JPRM-Financial-Disclosure-Authorship-Policy.pdf


must submit written permission from the 

original copyright holder. Please see below 

for further details. 

COPYRIGHT     

Copyright of your article   

Authors submitting a manuscript do so on the 

understanding that they have read and agreed 

to the terms of the IOS Press Author 

Copyright Agreement. 

Quoting from other publications   

An author, when quoting from someone else's 

work or when considering reproducing figures 

or table from a book or journal article, should 

make sure that he is not infringing a 

copyright. Although in general an author may 

quote from other published works, he should 

obtain permission from the holder of the 

copyright if he wishes to make substantial 

extracts or to reproduce tables or other 

figures. If the copyright holder is not the 

author of the quoted or reproduced material, it 

is recommended that the permission of the 

author should also be sought. Material in 

unpublished letters and manuscripts is also 

protected and must not be published unless 

permission has been obtained. A suitable 

acknowledgement of any borrowed material 

must always be made. 

PROOFS 

The corresponding author will receive a PDF 

proof and be asked to check this proof 

carefully (the publisher will execute a cursory 

check only). Corrections other than printer's 

errors, however, should be avoided. Costs 

arising from such corrections will be charged 

to the authors. 

OPEN ACCESS OPTION 

The IOS Press Open Library® offers authors 

an Open Access (OA) option. By selecting the 

OA option, the article will be freely available 

from the moment it is published, also in the 

pre-press module. In the Open Library® the 

article processing charges are paid in the form 

of an Open Access Fee. Authors will receive 

an Open Access Order Form upon acceptance 

of their article. Open Access is entirely 

optional. Visit the IOS Press Open Library® 

for more information. 

PURCHASES 

The corresponding author of a contribution to 

the journal will receive a complimentary PDF 

Author’s Copy of the article, unless otherwise 

stated. This PDF copy is watermarked and for 

personal use only. A free PDF copy will not 

be provided for conference proceedings and 

abstract issues. An order form for a PDF file 

without watermark, reprints or additional 

journal copies will be provided along with the 

PDF proof. 

If you wish to order reprints of a previously 

published article, please contact the publisher 

for a quotation. IOS Press, Fax: +31 20 687 

0019. Email: editorial@iospress.nl. 

Authors are entitled to 25 % discount on IOS 

Press books. See Author's discount (25%) on 

all IOS Press book publications. 
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